
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
This meeting is a meeting of the Board of Education in public for the purpose of conducting the School District’s Business and is not 

to be considered a public community meeting.  There is time for public participation during the meeting as indicated in agenda item 
“Call to the Public.” 

 

 
 

 

 

  Board of Education 
         Regular Board Meeting 
        September 8, 2014 
                7PM 
 

    BECC Building, Board Room 
  125. S. Church Street 
     Brighton, MI  48116 

I. Call to Order              

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Roll Call 

VI. Call to the Public  
 

 
 

 

V. School Improvement Presentations 
 A. Hawkins Elementary 
 B. Scranton Middle School 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
  

VIII. For Action 
A. Minutes of August 25, 2014 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
B. Neola Policies, second reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
C. Resignations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
D. New Hires, certified staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

 

 
Report 14-173 
Report 14-174 
Report 14-175 
Report 14-176 
 
 

 
Page 18 
Page 22 
Page 52 
Page 55 
 
  IX. For Future Action 

A. None. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Brighton Area Schools, together with our community, will engage 

every student in a quality learning experiencing, empowering each 
student to become a thoughtful, life-long learner in an environment of 

mutual trust and respect. 

X. For Information 
 A. Curriculum/Instruction 
 B. Finance 
  1. Bills of August 28, 2014          Page 73 
 C. Superintendent/Human Resources 
 D. Other – Student Representative 
 

 
XI. Second Call to the Public 

XII. Adjournment 
 
XIII. Next Meeting, September 22, 2014 

VII. Board Reports             Page 2 
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Board of Education 
Brighton Area Schools 
Regular Meeting 
Monday, September 8, 2014 
7:00 PM – BECC 
 

Minutes 
 
I. Call to Order 
 President Fiani called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Roll Call 

Members present: Nick Fiani, Bill Trombley, John Conely, Miles Vieau, Bill 
Anderson and Beth Minert, 1 absent - Jay Krause. 
Also present: Superintendent Gray, Assistant Superintendents Gistinger and 
Surrey, staff, press, and visitors. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda 

Motion: To approve the agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Trombley 
Supported by: Conely 
Voice vote: 6 ayes, 1 absent – Jay Krause. 
Motion carried. 
 

V. School Improvement Presentation 
A. Hawkins Elementary – Principal Basia Kiehler and coaches Kristina 

Wood and Debbie Outcault presented the Hawkins Elementary 
improvement plan for 2014-15 school year.  Goals and strategies were 
presented on how to help students become proficient in reading, 
writing, math and science. 

B. Scranton Middle School – Principal Mark Wilson and coach Julie Malia 
presented the Scranton Middle School improvement plan for 2014-15 
school year.  Goals and strategies were presented on how to increase 
proficiency for students in ELA, math, science and 21st Century 
learning skills. 

 
VI. Call to the Public 

Ellen Lafferty presented the board with a piece of art by student Amy Noetzel.  
The Brighton Education Association purchased it at the Spring Art festival and 
donated it to the board room.   
 
Joellen Pisarczyk addressed the board in favor of charter schools and offering 
alternative education in the community.   
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Sue Ellen Ikens addressed the board opposing BAS chartering ACA.    
 

VII. Board Reports 
President Fiani invited Brian Bradford, Senior Vice Commander of the Disabled 
American Veterans - Chapter 125, to deliver a presentation on the history of the 
American flag. 
 
Treasurer Conely gave his condolences to Miles Vieau and his family on the 
passing of Hazel Vieau.  Also, he read specified information from the roles and 
responsibility packet and requested chartering of American Classical Academy 
be added on next agenda for board discussion. 
 
Trustee Vieau discussed a meeting attended with the MDE and provided 
information about roles and responsibilities of the Board of Education. Also, 
thanked the staff for getting the schools open and ready for the first day.   
 
Trustee Anderson commended and thanked staff on the progress of building 
renovations and getting schools open and ready for the first day.  He also, voiced 
concern regarding the existing procedures that are in place as a guide for board 
roles and responsibilities.  
 
Secretary Minert thanked the staff and educational assistants for their help on the 
first day. 
 

VIII. For Action 
 A. Motion: To approve the minutes of August 25, 2014 as presented. 
  Moved by: Conely 
  Supported by: Trombley 
  Voice vote: 5 ayes, 1 absent – Jay Krause.  1 abstention – Vieau. 
  Motion carried. 
 

 B. Motion: To approve Policies 5112, 5330.01, 5517 and 8420 as presented. 
  Moved by: Trombley 

 Supported by: Minert 
Voice call vote: 6 ayes, 1 absent – Jay Krause. 
Motion carried. 

 
C. Motion: To approve the resignations of Jennifer Finnerty and Melissa 

Hildreth as presented. 
  Moved by: Trombley 
  Supported by: Minert 
  Voice vote: 6 ayes, 1 absent – Jay Krause. 
  Motion carried. 
 

D. Motion: To approve the new hires as presented. 
 Moved by: Minert 
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 Supported by: Trombley 
 Voice vote: 6 ayes, 1 absent - Jay Krause. 
 Motion carried. 

IX. For Future Action 
A. None. 

X. For Information 
A. Curriculum/Instruction – Dr. Surrey thanked Hawkins and Scranton staff 

for presenting their school improvement plans.  She also thanked the 
district’s Educational Assistants that provide direct intervention support to 
students.  Dr. Surrey also reported working on Patriot Week.   

B. Finance – Dr. Gistinger reported that an RFP for refinancing a 3.7 bond 
issue to save on underwriting fees will be presented for board review.  

  1. Bills of August 28, 2014 were presented for board review. 
C. Superintendent/Human Resources – Superintendent Gray reported on the 

opening of school and bond progress around the district.  Also, he 
communicated that about 4 million dollars in bonds will need to be sold for 
technology and would like to expand that time frame by 2-3 years in order 
to use up the life span of the newly purchased technology. 

 
 An error was brought to the board’s attention that Anthony Greathouse’s 

pay step should reflect step 3. The board consensus was to make the 
appropriate adjustment to pay step 3 for Anthony Greathouse. 

D.  Other – Student Representatives – Mike Vires, Bridge High School 
student, and Bethany Warren, Brighton High School student, introduced 
themselves and provided updates on their respective schools. 

XI. Second Call to the Public 
Margaret Adams addressed the board regarding the collaboration of staff to open 
the schools and new technology.  She also disagreed with a public comment that 
the Brighton community wants a charter school. 
 
Dick Streetman stated American Classical Academy teachers will be employed 
through Responsive Education Solutions, which is a third party company. 

 
Sue Ellen Ikens voiced concern to the board regarding the lack of transparency 
with charter schools.  
 
Brian Bradford addressed the board regarding patriot week and offered contacts 
to help celebrate patriotic events. 
 
Dave Chesney addressed the board regarding the positive momentum of 
supporting the school district and administration. 
 
Ken Stahl addressed the board concerning the idea of the district holding the 
charter and asked the board to include the community on a decision by holding 
public meetings in the auditorium.   
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XII. Adjournment 
 President Fiani adjourned the meeting at 9:00 PM. 




